
2017 News Posts 

Dunlap Associates Wealth Management Food Drive - We can always count on our friends at 
Dunlap Associates Wealth Management to help stock our food pantry this time of year! We want 
to thank Mr. Ray Dunlap for his continued support. This food donation will make a difference in 
so many lives! 

 
 

World Gym Food, Clothing, Toy, and Toiletry Drive - This wonderful group of people from World 
Gym Fayette sure does know how to make a difference in our community. We are so thankful for 
their donations of food, toiletries, clothing, and even toys to bless the families that we serve! 

 

Piedmont Fayette Hospital Donations - We are so thankful for the donation of socks, underwear, 
towels, and other items from Piedmont Fayette Hospital!  What a blessing these items will be to 
so many families! 

 

Upward Basketball Food Drive - The Upward Basketball program at First Baptist Church of 
Peachtree City came together to have a food drive to help stock our food pantry! They filled many 
of our food drive containers with our top needed items. We are so very thankful for their help in 
sharing hope in our community! 



 

{ǘŀǊǊΩǎ aƛƭƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ 5ƻƴŀǘŜǎ tŀƧŀƳŀǎ - ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƻ {ǘŀǊǊΩǎ aƛƭƭ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀƧŀƳŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ  They will bring joy to 
so many little ones this winter!  

 

Osmose Gives Back - Our friends at Osmose in Peachtree City held their second annual food drive 
to help our families. We are so grateful for this partnership and the difference that they make in 
the lives of others.  Thank you to Lynn Burns for coordinating the food drive, and thank you to 
everyone at Osmose for your generosity! 

 

Braelinn Elementary School Food Drive - We can always count on the Kindness Kids Club at 
Braelinn Elementary to help us stock our food pantry! They continued their tradition of having a 
food drive during the month of December. We are so grateful for the impact that their kindness 
has on our community. A special thank you to Ms. Kathy Caldwell for taking the time out of her 
busy schedule to coordinate this food drive every year. 

 



Edward Jones Food Drive - We want to thank Mr. Mike Martin and the staff at Edward Jones in 
Peachtree City for their recent food donation from their food drive that they held in December. 
It is such a  pleasure to partner with them every year! 

 

Clairmont Dental Associates Food Drive - We are so thankful for the gift of food from our friends 
at Clairmont Dental Associates! They held their first food drive to support our families over the 
holiday season. We are so grateful for their partnership! 

 

Sandy Creek High School Food Drive - We would like to thank Mr. Jeffrey Dykes, teacher and club 
sponsor at Sandy Creek High School, for coordinating a food drive to stock our food pantry. We 
are so grateful for him and the students of Sandy Creek High School for the difference that they 
make in our community. Their partnership is a blessing! 

 

Cƭŀǘ wƻŎƪ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳō CƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜ - A special thank you to Ms. Kristin King and 
ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ /ƭǳō {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ Cƭŀǘ wƻŎƪ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻǳǊ 
food pantry! They donated 145 pounds of food that will be a blessing to many of the families that 
we serve. It is awesome to see what a difference our students can make in the lives of others.  

 



Prohealth Physical Therapy & Pilates Studio Food Drive - A big thank you to everyone at 
Prohealth Physical Therapy and Pilates Studio for their continued support! Their food donation 
from their food drive will be such a huge help in stocking our food pantry. So many families will 
be helped by their kindness and generosity. We are so thankful that we can count on their help 
every year! 

 

Inaugural Non Profit Award of Excellence - We were humbled and excited to receive 
the Inaugural Non Profit Award of Excellence at the Fayette Chamber of Commerce 50th 
anniversary celebration on January 14th. The award was presented by Piedmont Fayette 
Hospital. We are thankful to our Real Life Center team, Dogwood Church, and this great 
community for all of your support! A special congratulations to the Fayette Chamber of 
Commerce for 50 years of impactful history. We appreciate you. 

 

Ladies from Lighthouse Lane Make a Difference! - It was such a pleasure meeting Susan Osborne 
and her friends Sara, Debbie, Barb and MaryAnn from Lighthouse Lane in the Southern Shore 
community. These ladies were conducting a neighborhood food drive for the Real Life Center 
over the holidays and came to drop it off personally. "I love the difference Real Life Center makes 
in this community," Susan shared. We equally appreciate Susan who put in a tremendous amount 
of work preparing the auction for our Harvest for Hope Gala in September. What an exceptional 
group. Thank you! 

 

Coweta Community Foundation - So thankful for the partnership of the Coweta Community 
Foundation. It's always a pleasure to spend time with great community leaders! 



 

Living Faith Fellowship Youth - It is always a great pleasure to have the youth group from Living 
Faith Fellowship come volunteer with us!  They did a great job date-checking food and restocking 
our food pantry. We look forward to seeing them again! 

 

Staples 2 Million & Change Program - Real Life Center was just awarded $3,500 from the Staples 
н aƛƭƭƛƻƴ ϧ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΗ άThis grant will supplement the Real Life Center Educational and 
Career Programs. These programs are designed to help equip our families on topics such as 
emotional health, financial stability, health and nutrition, relationships, spiritual principles, and 
career assistance. It is a great way to learn new skills, build confidence, and feel empowered at a 
time when life is challenging. We are grateful to the Staples Foundation and Wayne Hall for being 
our advocateΣέ ǎŀȅǎ /ŀǘƘȅ .ŜǊƎƎǊŜƴΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 

 

DaVita Kidney Care - DaVita Kidney Care in Union City presented the Real Life Center with a 
ϷмΣлллΦлл ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀ±ƛǘŀ ²ŀȅ ƻŦ DƛǾƛƴƎέΦ 5ŀ±ƛǘŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜΦ άReal Life 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ L ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ CŀȅŜǘǘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
reside in Fayette County, and am proud to have an organization like yours serving this community. 
I encourage all Fayette businesses to check out this organization and make a donation of time 
and/or moneyΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YƛƳ .ƻƻƴŜΣ ŀ 5ŀ±ƛǘŀ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΦ 5ŀ±ƛǘŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜading provider of kidney 
care services committed to improving the quality of life for those diagnosed with chronic kidney 
disease. 



 

January Mobile Food Pantry - Our first Mobile Food Pantry of 2017 was held last week. We were 
so grateful to have been able to serve 155 families in our community over 11,000 pounds of food. 
We would like to thank our fabulous volunteers for their dedication and hard work. It is because 
of them that we are able to serve the community in this way. 

 

Landmark Christian School Basketball Game Food Drive - A very big thank you Landmark 
Christian High School for their support in having a food drive at two of their home basketball 
games this week! They collected some of our top needed items as well as gift cards and cash 
donations to go towards stocking our food pantry. A special thank you to Mr. Russell Aquirre for 
coordinating the food drive. It is always a pleasure partnering with these generous students! 

 

First Baptist Church Peachtree City Missions Conference - Great time at First Baptist Church of 
Peachtree City missions conference.  We are so thankful for their faithful support! 



 

Atlanta Community Food Bank - Happy to receive the Founders Award on behalf of Jeff Meyers 
for his work on our Harvest for Real Life orchard project. Way to go Jeff! 

 

Peeples Elementary School Kindness Week - The students of Peeples Elementary School held a 
food drive during their annual kindness week. They donated an amazing 2,496 pounds of food! 
Their kindness and generosity will help so many people who are hurting in our community. A 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ aǎΦ aƻƴƛǉǳŜ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΣ  for coordinating this 
food drive every year. We are so thankful for this partnership! 

 

Like New Consignment Sale - We were so thankful to have been invited back to the Like New 
Consignment Sale at Heritage Christian Church! This is the second time that they have offered 
the left over sale items to us to help the families that we serve. We came back with a truck load 
oŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ōŜ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ 
also would like to thank all of our awesome volunteers who took time out on their Saturday to 
help us load all of these items onto our truck! We are so grateful for your help! 



 

St. Paul Lutheran Church Fifth Sunday Food Drive - We want to say thank you to everyone at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church for their food donation from their most recent food drive! They have 
several food drives a year to help our families. Their most recent donation was 470 pounds! 
Thank you, St. Paul Lutheran Church, for all that you do to serve our community. 

 

Pinewood Atlanta Studios Food Drive - Thank you to our friends at Pinewood Atlanta Studios for 
their food donation from their food drive!  We so appreciate their help in stocking our food 
pantry for 2017! Their partnership is truly a blessing. 

 

Take a Test Drive - Take a test drive at one of the Cronic dealerships in Griffin and owner Wanda 
Cronic Howell will make a $20 donation to the Real Life Center. 

For many decades, Wanda Cronic Howell, Dealer and President of Cronic Automotive Group, 
has demonstrated an incredible commitment to her local community. Now she wants to help 
the Real Life Center. Leading up to the Fayette LIVE event on March 11, mention the Real Life 
Center during your test drive at one of the Cronic dealerships in March, and she will donate $20 
ǇŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜŀƭ [ƛŦŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ άGiving back is the way that we do business. And helping those 
who need it the most is what the Real Life Center does best. We are so pleased to be able to 
ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘƛǎ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΣέ says Wanda. 

/ǊƻƴƛŎ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ²ŀƴŘŀΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ WΦ! ŀƴŘ CǊŜŘŀΣ in 1975. From one dealership with one 
car line (Chevrolet) on Solomon Street in the downtown area, they have grown to three 
dealerships representing eight car lines (Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, Nissan, Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, 
and RAM trucks) on both sides of the North Expressway. For forty-two years, they have met the 



transportation needs of the region by selling quality vehicles at fair prices and providing excellent 
customer service. 

 

First Baptist Church of Peachtree City - ¢Ƙƛǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ .ŀǇtist Church of Peachtree 
City decided to show their love for our community by hosting a Community Service Day.  They 
had members volunteer at several locations throughout Fayette County. We were thankful to 
have five very hard working ladies join us and assist with our food sorting process. They were a 
big help and had fun serving together! 

 

Scouting for Food 2017! - It was such a pleasure working with the Flint River Council, Fayette 
District of Boy Scouts of America during their Scouting for Food event on February 11! It was so 
awesome to see the scouts working so hard to make a difference in the lives of many families in 
our community. The scouts delivered over 6,000 pounds of food that day! This is a tremendous 
help in stocking our food pantry for the families that we serve.  A special thank you to Mr. David 
Flohr for coordinating this food drive with us every year. We have been so blessed by their 
partnership for 9 years, and we are so very grateful! 

  



 

Thank you to Joyce Beverly from The Citizen - Thank you to Joyce Beverly from The Citizen 
Newspaper for publishing this wonderful spotlight about the Real Life Center. We are honored. 

 

Rising Starr Middle School Panther Partners Club - Thanks to the Rising Starr Middle School 
Panther Partners club, many children that visit our center this week will receive beautifully 
decorated boxes full of snacks to keep them smiling over mid winter break! Every year the club 
takes time to use their creativity to share some joy with others. We are so very thankful for them! 

 

http://reallifecenter.org/wp_dev/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Citizen-Newspaper-Spotlight-Feb-15th-2017-2.pdf

